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Abstract: The proposed project is a diversion dam replacement initiated by the City and County of Butte-
Silver Bow. The Proposed Action is to replace the existing Big Hole River diversion dam and intake structure
in order to provide a reliable source of potable water for the Butte service area. The Preferred Alternative
provides a reliable diversion system, improves safety at the site for maintenance personnel and recreational
users, and improves boat and fish passage.
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1.0 Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action

1.1 Proposed Action

The proposed project is to replace the existing Big Hole River diversion dam andsiintettere
in order to provide a reliable source of potable water for the Butte service Hneafacility is
ownedand managety the City and County of ButiBilver Bow (BSB) and is used to divert
water from the Big Hole Riveto an adjacent pump station located on ithe v portho mnk.
The pump station lifts the water to a treatment plant locatetside the project area
approximately 10 miles to the northeast.edted water is then piped another 11 milegheast
to storage and distribution systems in Bulontana This systenprovides approximately65
percentot he cityds potable water

Primary funding for this project is provided through a grant from theildaResource Damage
Program (NRDP), with matching funds provided by BSB. Additionally, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) has committed to provide secondary funding for the environmental and
design phases of the project.

1.2 Project Area Description

As illustrated in Figure -1, the proposed project is located in the Big Hole River on the border
of Silver Bow and Beaverhead Counties near the community of Divide, Montana within
Township 1S, Range 10W, Section 12.




Big Hole River Diversion Dam Environmental Assessment

Figure 1-1 Project Location Map

Silver Bow County

oBig Hole Diversion Dam, Intake Structure, and Pumping Station

Z =>

Note: Figure not to scale.




























































































































































































































