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Appendix A:  NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process  

 

The proposed project, fully defined in the attached Environmental Assessment (EA), has been 

coordinated with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies in compliance with the 

requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana Environmental 

Policy Act (MEPA).  

 
Availability of EA for Review and Comment  
The City and County of Butte-Silver Bow (BSB) issued a Public and Agency Review Draft EA 

in December 2009, and a Notice of Availability was issued to the Montana Standard newspaper.   

 

Emails were sent to an additional 18 people and organizations that either attended previous 

public meetings or expressed an interest in the project. 

 

Copies of the Draft EA were made available for public review at the following locations: 

 

 Butte Public Library (226 W. Broadway) 

 Butte-Silver Bow Public Works Office (126 W. Granite) 

 

The Draft EA was available online at http://www.hkminc.com/big_hole_river/index.htm and 

print copies of the Draft EA were also available upon request.   

 

A CD containing an electronic version of the Draft EA was mailed to all agencies noted in the 

Distribution List included on pages 72 and 73 of the EA. Additional CDs containing the Draft 

EA were mailed to various individuals upon their request.  

 

The public review and comment period began on December 10, 2009 and ended on January 15, 

2010. 

 
Public Hearing  
Two Public Hearings were held to present the Preferred Alternative and take comments on the 

Draft EA.  The Hearings were held on December 15 and 16, 2009 at the Silver Bow County 

Courthouse in Butte, Montana and Grange Hall in Divide, Montana, respectively.  Ten people 

attended the hearing in Butte, and nine people attended the hearing in Divide.   

 
Comments Received  
Thirty-seven verbal comments were received at the Hearings, and 21 comments were submitted 

in writing during the formal comment period.  These comments and the formal responses 

developed by BSB are contained in Appendix C.   
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Appendix B:  Edits  and Corrections to the EA  

 

The edits and corrections listed in Table B.1 are to be considered part of the approved 

Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for this project and are intended to provide further 

clarification in response to comments received. 

 

The edits are identified by their location in the EA, the type of edit made, and a depiction of the 

edit made to the text. 
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Table B.1 Edits and Corrections to the Big Hole River Diversion Dam EA 

   

Location Action Edit  

Page 15 Text correction 

In 19941995 and 1996, new pumps were installed in 

the existing pump house, however bedrock conditions 

were encountered during pump installation, preventing 

the pumps from being installed at the proper desired 

elevations to match with the available water surface 

elevation of the existing diversion dam and intake 

structure. 

Page 15 Insert new text 

This EA will consider both Phase I and Phase II of 

Alternative 3, although the timing of Phase II is 

dependent on funding.  It should be noted that the new 

pump house has been developed in association with 

Al ternative 3 in order to minimize iterative preliminary 

design efforts, but should be considered as a Design 

Option that could be associated with any of the Build 

Alternatives.  A new pump house would be just as 

necessary and would provide the same benefits under 

all of the Build Alternatives.   
Page 21, Table 2.4, 

First bullet under 

Intake / Point of 

Diversion for 

Alternatives 2 and 3 

Remove text 
 New primary intake located on north bank with 

slotted screen to block excessive sediment and debris 

(either butterfly gate valve or Obermeyer gate valve) 

Page 21, Table 2.4, 

First bullet under 

Intake / Point of 

Diversion for 

Alternative 5 

Remove text 

 New primary intake approximately 450 feet upstream 

of existing facility with slotted screen to block 

excessive sediment and debris (either butterfly gate 

valve or Obermeyer gate valve) 

Page 26 Text correction 
Water Treatment Plant for proper treatment, and then 

piped back up to Butte. 

Page 31, Section 

3.1.6, Wildlife 
Insert new text 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that rattlesnakes have 

also been observed near the project site. 
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Location Action Edit  

Page 41, Figure 3-5 
Replace existing 

figure with revised 

figure 
See revised Figure 3-5 below.  
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