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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
for

Big Hole River Diversion Dam
in
Silver Bow and Beaverhead Counties, Montana

The City and County of Butte-Silver Bow (BSB) has determined that the Preferred
Alternative, as described in the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) dated
February 4, 2010, will have no significant impact on the natural and physical or human
environment. This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is based on the February
4, 2010 EA and information obtained during the public and agency coordination
process. After independent evaluation of the EA, BSB concluded that the EA
adequately and accurately discusses the need, environmental issues, and impacts of
the proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures. The EA provides sufficient
evidence and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
not required. BSB takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the

attached February nmental Assessment.
Date: 24 Z///D

Reviewed &
Approved
for Distribution:

City and
irector of Pyblic Works

S

7 %k, w - o
[l a2 Date: 2/ /2//J

Rick LarsE)%
City and Co Utte-Silver Bow

Operation Manager — Utilities Division

The following persons may be contacted for additional information concerning this document:

Rick Larson Dick Talley, P.E.

Public Works Department Project Manager
Operation Manager — Utilities Division DOWL HKM

City and County of Butte-Silver Bow 130 North Main Street
126 West Granite Street Butte, Montana 59701
Butte, Montana 59701 (406) 723-8213 ext 409
(406) 497-6518 dick.talley@hkminc.com

Abstract: The proposed project is a diversion dam replacement initiated by the City and County of
Butte-Silver Bow. The Proposed Action is to replace the existing Big Hole River diversion dam and
intake structure in order to provide a reliable source of potable water for the Butte service area. The
Preferred Alternative provides a reliable diversion system, improves safety at the site for
maintenance personnel and recreational users, and improves boat and fish passage.
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Appendix A:  NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process

The proposed projectully defined in the attached Environmental Assessment ,(BA$ been
coordinated with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies in compliance with the
requirements of the National Environmentali®plAct (NEPA) and the Montana Environmental
Policy Act (MEPA)

Availability of EA for Review and Comment
The City and County of Butt&ilver Bow (BSB)issueda Public and AgenciReview Draft EA
in December 200%nd a Notice of Availability waissuedio the Montana Standartewspaper

Emails weresent toan additionall8 peopleand organizationshat either attended previous
public meetings or expressed an interest in the project.

Copies of thédraft EA weremadeavailable for public review at thelfowing locations:

e ButtePublic Library (26 W.Broadway)
¢ Butte-Silver Bow Public Works Offic€126 W. Granitg

The Draft EA was availableonline at http://www.hkminc.com/big_hole_river/index.ht@nd
print copies of theDraft EA were also available uparquest

A CD containing an electronic version of tbeaft EA was mailed to all agenciemted inthe
Distribution Listincludedon pages 2 and 73 of the EA Additional CDs containing the Draft
EA were mailed twvariousindividuals upon their request

The public review and comment period begarDatemberl0, 200 and ended odanuary 15
2010.

Public Hearing

Two Public Hearings were held to present the Preferred Alternative and take comments on the
Draft EA. The Hearings were held ddecemberl5 and 16, 200 at theSilver Bow County
Courthousean Butte, Montanaand Grange Hall in Divide, Montanaespectively. Ten people
attended the hearing in Butte, amde people attended tHeearingin Divide.

Comments Received

Thirty-sevenverbalcommens were received at thdearings, an@1 commentsvere submitted
in writing during the formal comment period. Tke comments anthe formal responses
developed byBSB are contained in Appendi.
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Appendix B:  Edits and Corrections to the EA

The edis and corrections listed in TablB.1 are to be considered part of the approved
Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for this project and are intended to provide further
clarification in response to comments received.

The edits are identified by thdwocation in the EA, the type of edit made, and a depiction of the
edit made to the text.
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TableB.1 Edits and Corrections to the Big Hole River Diversion Dam EA

Location

Action

Edit

Page 15

Text correction

In 19941995 and-1996new pumpswere installd in
the existing pump house, however bedrock conditi
were encountered during pump installation, preven
the pumps from being installed at thesperdesired
elevations to match with the available water surf
elevation of the existing diversion daand intake
structure.

Page 15

Insert new text

This EA will consider both Phase | and Phase I
Alternative 3, although the timing of Phase Il

dependent on fundinglt should be noted that the ne
pump house has been developed in association
Alternative 3n order to minimizeterative preliminary
design effortsbut should be consideredsaa Design
Option that could be associated with any of the Bt
Alternatives. A new pump house would be just

necessanand would provide the same benefitsder
all of the Build Alternatives.

Page 21, Table 2.4,
First bullet under
Intake / Point of
Diversion for
Alternatives 2 and 3

Remove text

e New primary intake located on north bank with
slotted screen to block excessive sediment and de

{either-buterfly gate-valve-or Obermeyer-gate-valve

Page 21, Table 2.4,
First bullet under
Intake / Point of
Diversion for
Alternative 5

Remove text

e New primary intake approximately 450 feet upstre
of existing facility with slotted screen to block
excessive sedient and debrigeitherbutterfh-gate
volvearCbeormeoyergatealve)

Page 26

Text correction

Water Treatment Plant for proper treatment, and the
piped baclapto Butte.

Page 31, Section
3.1.6, Wildlife

Insert new text

Anecdotal evidence suggests thattlesnakes have
also been observed near the project site.
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Location Action Edit

Replace existing
Page 41, Figure-8 figure with revised See revised Figure3below.
figure

Big Hole River
Diversion Dam and
Pumping Station

O




