> Northern Access
to U-Med District




The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Initiated a Reconnaissance Study to evaluate northern access to
U-Med District.




PURPOSE
AEvaluate access alternatives that would improve traffic circulati

In the UMed District and reduce congestion on nearby roads

NEED

AThe UMed District is one of the highest density employment are
In the MOA

AMajor institutions in the area continue to expand and increase
employment

AAccess is limited to three points that are poorly located to
accommodate demand from the north or east

AThe existing access points are over capacity, resulting in traffic
congestion and increased accident rates



A reconnaissance study:

Aldentifies project purpose & need and potential alternatives
ACollects data on these alternatives and estimates costs

ARecommends which alternatives (includingmaalél solutions
e.g. bus, bike, and pedestrian) should be carried forward into
future environmental documentation and preliminary engineeri

ADefines the project scope
ADoes not recommend a preferred alternative




]  How Did DOT&PF Get Here?

Transportation Planning Process

North Access to Providence Dr. Northern Lights
University-Medical Blvd.
District

Add new facility—north access to University-Medical District; Purpose: Circulation, capacity, and
safety; Facility class: To be determined; Length of project: 0.5 mile; Length of new sidewalk:

0.5 mile; Length of new pathway: 0.5 mile; Estimated cost:” $25; Funding source: TIP; Linked
project(s): None.

A The Northern Access project
was included in the LRTP update




A East Anchorage Study of Transportation (2A83)

A U-Med Study- 2005
A LRTP update2007

A This Reconnaissance Study




Study Area Background

ATheUMed District is one of
fastest growing employment areas

ADistrict employs about 16,000 people or 11% of the
Anchorage workforce

The Municipality Of Anchor
Aldentifies the tMed District as a major employment
center

ADesignates the-Wed District for increasing employment
density



Study Area Background

Employment growth
2002-2025
Anchorage Bowl 2029.RTP

101-500 Jobs

501-1500 Jobs
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AEast Anchorage Study of Transportation (2883) indicated
the district is one of the busiest destinations in Anchorage

ATraffic delays and significant congestion at existinyldd
access corridors

ANo direct routes from north and east Anchorage into 4ied)
District

ATraffic congestion and eaf-direction travel complicate access
to the largest medical complex in Alaska and its emergency
facilities

AElevated crash rate al AADrive/Northern Lights Boulevard



UAA Drive at Northern Lights Boulevard
Crash statistics for period from 01/01/2002 to 12/31/2006

Crash Severity # of Crashes in Avg Annual Cras Statewide Avg

Period Rate* Crash Rate**
Fatal 1 0.01
Major Injury 3 0.04
Minor Injury 34 0.40
Property Damage 112 1.29
Total Crashes 150 1.85 1.38

Note:*Crash rate calculated per million entering vehicles (MEV) over a 1 year period

**Statewide average crash rate for signalized intersection with 3 approaches
for FFY2006.

SourceDOT&PF2009
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2009 and 2027 Annual Average Daily Traffic Volumes (AADT)
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Out-of-Direction Travel

2 Projec! ‘ocation




o] Development Considerations

\_

A Anchorage Bowl 2020 Comprehensive Plan
A U-Med District Plan

A UAA APUand PAMCMaster Plans

A Emergency response

A ASD school bus routes

A Planned tMed District development

A Public transit service




to ¥U-Med District

— w; Planning and Environmental

Considerations

AEcological Resoura®s
Wetlands, habitat, wildlife, water and
air quality

ASocial Resourcés G
Recreational trails and open space on g &Y
university property, historic buildings, noise "

AAlternate modes of transportatién
High use of buses, bikes and
pedestrian facilities

AProject Contexd
Major institutional campuses
Major employment center




Engineering Considerations

A Hydrology

A Geotechnical conditions
A Traffic demand

A Utilities

A ROW ownership and acquisition

A Geometric elements (i.e. speed,
number of lanes, rural vs. urban)




